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           Timeline of NIEHS WTC­Related Activities 

September 2001 

PPrroovviiddeedd iimmmmeeddiiaattee aawwaarrddss ttoo ggrraanntteeeess 

conduct personal exposure assessments 
•	 collect and analyze dust and air samples

•	 conduct respiratory health study
•	 initiate epidemiology studies
•	 provide exposure information and fact sheets to communities

•	 develop a physician’s advisory regarding WTC­related clinical
conditions

April 2002 & April 2003 

CCoonnggrreessss pprroovviiddeedd NNIIEEHHSS wwiitthh ssppeecciiaall aapppprroopprriiaattiioonn:: 

exposure assessment
 

clinical and epidemiology studies
 
community outreach
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                  Examples of Early NIEHS WTC ActivitiesExamples of Early NIEHS WTC Activities 

••	 SSeepptt 22000011 CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn bbeettwweeeenn NNYYUU,, UUMMDDNNJJ,, EEPPAA­­NNEERRLL ­­
DDuusstt ssaammpplleess ccoolllleecctteedd aatt oovveerr aa ddoozzeenn llooccaattiioonnss ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg 
WWTTCC ddiissaasstteerr aarreeaa aanndd bbuullkk ssaammpplleess ooff sseettttlleedd dduusstt//ssmmookkee 
aannaallyyzzeedd 

••	 SSeepptt 22000011 CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn bbeettwweeeenn MMoouunntt SSiinnaaii aanndd NNYYCCDDHH.. 
PPrroovviiddeedd iinndduussttrriiaall hhyyggiieennee aanndd cclliinniiccaall eexxppeerrttiissee aanndd 
ddeevveellooppeedd ffaacctt sshheeeettss rreeggaarrddiinngg hheeaalltthh ccoonncceerrnnss 

••	 OOcctt 22000011 CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn bbeettwweeeenn JJoohhnnss HHooppkkiinnss,, CCoolluummbbiiaa,, 
IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall BBrrootthheerrhhoooodd ooff TTeeaammsstteerrss,, NNYYCC TTeeaammsstteerrss 
LLooccaallss 228822 aanndd 883311.. PPeerrssoonnaall eexxppoossuurree aasssseessssmmeennttss aanndd 
aarreeaa mmoonniittoorriinngg 

••	 OOcctt 22000011 CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn bbeettwweeeenn CCoolluummbbiiaa,, llooccaall uunniioonnss,, 
ccoouunncciill mmeemmbbeerrss aanndd ccoommmmuunniittyy bbooaarrddss.. CCoonndduucctteedd 
ccoommmmuunniittyy ffoorruumm ffoorr rreessiiddeennttss ooff HHaarrlleemm,, EEaasstt HHaarrlleemm aanndd 
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn HHeeiigghhttss 

••	 NNoovv 22000011 CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn oonn NNYYUU aanndd EEPPAA­­NNEERRLL.. CCoolllleecctt aanndd 
aannaallyyzzee iinnddoooorr dduusstt ssaammpplleess ssoouutthh ooff GGrroouunndd ZZeerroo 
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NIEHS  Update 

• WETP Program Background 

• 9/11 Training Response 

• NRP WSH Annex 

• Katrina Training Response Activities
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Safely  Cleaning  Up  Contaminated  Communities 



     

     
     

     
     

 

       

   

   

       
 

NIEHS  9/11  Worker  Response 

Immediate and sustained 
supplemental funding to 
support World Trade 
Center training response 
efforts: 

– On­site training 
– Provision and fit­testing of 

respirators 
– Worker exposure 

monitoring 
– Responder training course
 
– Consultation on the site 

safety plan 
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“Potentially  the  most  dangerous  workplace  in  America.” 
John  Henshaw,  OSHA 

NIEHS  and  its  awardees  developed  an  
official   training  course  at  Ground  Zero  

for  4,000  workers 



     

       

 

       

         

       

• Report of an Expert Workshop 

• Sponsored by: 

• Worker Education and Training Program, 

• National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
 

• Held: 

• April 25­26, 2002 • Nashville, TN 
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Training must be continuousTraining must be continuous 

••	 TThhee sscciieennttiiffiicc//mmeeddiiccaall//tteecchhnniiccaall 
aassppeeccttss ooff ddiissaasstteerr rreessppoonnssee aarree 
rraappiiddllyy eevvoollvviinngg.. 

••	 TTrraaiinniinngg nneeeeddss ttoo bbee ddeevveellooppeedd iinn ssuucchh 
aa mmaannnneerr tthhaatt iitt iiss kkeepptt ““eevveerrggrreeeenn..”” 

••	 -- DDeevveelloopp ttrraaiinniinngg ccuurrrriiccuullaa tthhaatt 
eessttaabblliisshh aa mmeecchhaanniissmm ffoorr ppeeeerr rreevviieeww 
ooff tthhee mmaatteerriiaallss.. ((CCuurrrreennttllyy hhaavvee nnoo 
ssttaannddaarrddss oonn mmaannyy kkeeyy ppooiinnttss..)) 
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NIEHS WSH Training Annex 

•	 Provides training assistance through 
FEMA­OSHA during national disasters 
–	 Instructional staff 

–	 Curriculum development experts 

–	 Subject matter experts 

–	 Training facility 

•	 Provides technical assistance 
–	 Respirator fit testing 

–	 Distribution of PPE 
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Extending rescue extends risk for response workers 

Phases of Response: Impact on Safety
 

Rescue Recovery Clean­up 

Chaotic Planning 

Normal construction Risk-taking No risking lives 

Short Risks understood
 Longer than rescue 

Frenetic Paced 
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Working  Through  ICS 
NIEHS  – OSHA  Katrina  Response  Initiative 

Other  Protective  Measures 

• Follow  the  Incident  Command  System 
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Katrina  Field  Training 



     

          

                      

                          
                  

  

          

                      
              

Context for Disaster ResponseContext for Disaster Response 

••	 PPllaann ffoorr aa cchhaaiinn ooff eevveennttss sscceennaarriioo.. 

••	 CCaann nnoott pprreeddiicctt wwiitthh hhiigghh ddeeggrreeee ooff 
ccoonnffiiddeennccee:: WWhheenn,, wwhheerree,, hhooww,, aanndd 
dduurraattiioonn.. SSoo…… 

MMuusstt ppllaann ffoorr fflleexxiibbiilliittyy.. 

••	 NNeeeedd iimmmmeeddiiaattee aacccceessss ttoo pprroottooccooll ffoorr 
rreessppoonnssee aanndd mmeecchhaanniissmm ooff ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn.. 

WORKER EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM 



     

   

         

              

                  

                      

                  

          

                      

              

Disaster Planning Flexibility 
••	 PPllaann ffoorr cchheecckk--ppooiinnttss//aasssseessssmmeenntt,, 
aalloonngg tthhee wwaayy aafftteerr ddiissaasstteerr.. 

••	 PPllaann aalltteerrnnaattee aapppprrooaacchheess ((mmoorree tthhaann 
oonnee wwaayy ttoo ggeett tthhee jjoobb ddoonnee)).. 

••	 PPllaann nnaattiioonnaall nneettwwoorrkkiinngg aalloonngg wwiitthh 
uussee ooff llooccaall rreessppoonnssee.. 

••	 NNeeeedd bbootthh ggeenneerraalliissttss aanndd aacccceessss ttoo 
ssppeecciiaalliissttss.. 

••	 PPllaann ffoorr SSttrreessss aanndd CChhaaooss!! 
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Katrina Training Lessons Learned 

• Early activation of Worker Safety & Health
 
Annex to provide S&H resources ASAP
 

•	 Explore ways to cover state and locals and 
provide Worker S&H Annex services to them 

•	 Community health issues quickly merge with 
worker occupational training issues 

•	 Preparedness training prior to deployment 
–	 Situational awareness 

•	 Consensus for training topics (with qualifications 
for disaster workers) 
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